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IN THE CLAIMS: 


Please delete claims 16-19, 



1 . (amended) An apparatus for j oining a first m e mber to a sbcond member via a thread e d 
coupling m e mb e r, said apparatus comprising: 


a first member having an interlocking structure aperture disposed at an engaging 

region; 

a threaded coupling member having an external thread set and having a 
complementary portion corresponding to for engagins a portion of the interlocking structur e t hc 
aperture ; and 

a second member having an internal thread set adapted to engage a portion of the 
external thread set of the thr e aded coupling member and to r e c e iv e a portion of the engaging 
region of the first member within the internal throad Get to t hereby connecting the second 
member to the first member. 

_ 2. (original) An apparatus according to claim 1, wherein: the first member is a planar 

element. 

3. (amended) Axi apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the interlocking straoture 
aperture is formed in a region adjacent an edge portion of the first member. 

4. (amended) An apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the interlocking structure is 
first member has more than one interlocking structure aperture . 

5. (amended) An apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said interlocking struc turing 
a perture is a selected ono from among the group includittg i-fr-slot , a groov e , an aporturo, a 

i recessed portion, a blind hole, a pin, a shank, a ridgo featur e , a tang, a s orpentino feature, an 

elbow feature,- and a lip f e ature , 

25308165.1 

-2- 


i Received from < 6123991836 > at 9/23/03 10:50:00 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] 


09/23/2003 09:52 FULBRIGHT & JRWORSKI MPLS + 0994101 12708 17038729326« NO. 679 0005 


6. (amended) An apparatus according to claim L, wherein the thr e aded coupling member 
has a larger diameter dimension than a thickness dimension of the first member. 

7. (deleted) 

8. (deleted) 

9. (deleted) 

10. (amended) An apparatus for connecting two members together using a binding forc e 
provided by an internal thread set of one of tho two members, said apparafafr gomprising: 

a first member having a pair of opposing major suifaee^an engaging region-es-a* 
loast ono of the major surfaces , and an interlocking structur e a^slot disposed at said engaging 
region; 

! 

an elongate threaded coupling member having ari external thread $et and an 
engaging portion ftr > rrr*f.pnririing tn tho -j aterloclcing stnictur e -for fenea ging the slot of the first 
member, said threaded coupling member removably engaging the iht carlo eking structur e slot; and 

_ a second member having an internal thread set sized to cooperate with the 

( UaV ) external thread set of the threaded coupling member, wherein when said external thread set of the 

threaded coupling member is threadedly received within the internal thread set said threaded 
coupling member securely binds the first member to the second member. 

1 1 . amended) An apparatus according to claim wherein elongate threaded coupling 
member is two longitudinal portions of a threaded shank each; having an threaded exterior 
surface and a substantially flat interior surface. 

12. (amended) An apparatus according to claim wherein the interlocking Gtruoture 
ifl- fr - pair of pin memb e rs coupl e d - to -first member engages the substantially flat interior surface of 
one of the two longitudinal portions of the threaded shank. 

13. (amended) An apparatus according to claim 45-10, wherein the thickness of the first 
member is less than a diameter of the internal thread set. 
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14. (amended) An apparatus for joining two members via a threaded coupling member, 
said apparatus comprising: 

a first member having an interlock i ng structure aperture disposed proximate an 

edge; 

an elongate threaded coupling member having ari external thread set and an 
engaging portion corresponding to the interlocking structur e aperture of the first member, said 
threaded coupling member removably engaging the interlocking structur e aperture and extending 
away from the edge of the first member; and 

a second member having an internal thread set Sized to cooperate with the 
external thread set of the threaded coupling member, said internal thread set operatively 
receiving a portion of the external thread set of the threaded coupling member and a portion of 
the first member to securely bind the first member to the second member. 

15. An apparatus according to claim 16, wherein the interlocking structure is more 
than one interlocking structure. 

16. (deleted) 

17. (deleted) 

18. (deleted) 

19. (deleted) 

20. (new) A method of coupling a non-threaded member to a threaded member 
comprising: 

creating an interlocking structure adjacent to an ^gaging portion of the non- 
threaded member; 

engaging the interlocking structure with a threaded coupling member; and 
threaded!/ engaging the threaded member to the threaded coupling member. 
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